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has to paint, or sing or verse or dance 
about it. Heaven help the child who grows 
up without at least that much of joy in his 
life. Talk with them about their experi- 
ences. Ask them to describe things to you 
in words. This can so easily lead to draw- 
ing and painting. And this leads back to 
looking again. When it doesn't "look right," 
when it doesn't tell what they want it to, 
they'll be asking you for ways to do it 
better. 
Read Margaret Mathias's book and also 
Belle Boas' Art in the School (Doubleday, 
Page & Co., 1924), and Nicholas, Mawhood 
and Trilling's Art Activities in the Modern 
School (Macmillan, 1937). Of these three, 
the first and last will help you most, I be- 
lieve. 
Good luck—and, if I can help you, let me 
know. I'll try to be more prompt in replying 
next time. G. M. P. 
THE READING TABLE 
MOTION PICTURE EVALUATION 
RECEIVES NEW IMPETUS 
Film and School, by Helen Rand and Richard 
Lewis. (A publication of the National Council 
of Teachers of English.) New York; D. Ap- 
pleton-Century Company. $1.12. 
Last month's figures on the number of 
motion picture courses and clubs in Ameri- 
can high schools, if there were any, would 
not be valid this month; the situation is 
changing too rapidly. What can be said 
with definiteness is that there are today 
thousands of schools of which motion pic- 
tures are discussed critically by pupils in 
clubs or classes or both; that motion picture 
evaluation is now considered a respectable 
curriculum subject by even the more con- 
servative ; and that teacher training institu- 
tions are beginning to offer courses in the 
teaching of motion picture criticism. 
The phenomenal growth of this educa- 
tional movement, hardly more than six or 
seven years old, has inevitably created a de- 
mand for a handbook, useful for student as 
well as teacher. This demand the National 
Council of Teachers of English, pioneers in 
experimentation with educational uses of 
the photoplay, has now met with Film and 
School, the first textbook with exercises 
and planned activities for motion picture 
study. The authors are Helen Rand, chair- 
man of the Council's Committee on Stand- 
ards for Motion Pictures and Newspapers, 
and Richard Lewis of the Glendale (Cali- 
fornia) Junior College, who had the advice 
and counsel of Edgar Dale of Ohio State 
University, one of the leaders in the field, 
and Sarah McLean Mullen of Los Angeles, 
whose death occurred just before the pub- 
lication of the book. 
"The movies are already a part of our 
education," the authors assert. "Our task 
now is to correlate them with other activi- 
ties offered in the school program." Among 
the aims of motion picture study mentioned 
are development of an understanding of the 
influence of the pictures upon people's at- 
titude and behavior and development of the 
ability to evaluate moving pictures critically, 
"to evaluate their interpretation of life, 
their technique, and their art." 
The twelve objectives given for a school 
moving-picture program are: 
1. Familiarity with the more depend- 
able sources of information about 
current motion pictures 
2. The habit of consulting these sources 
3. Consciousness of desirable standards 
for motion pictures 
4. The ability to select the standards 
most appropriate for evaluating 
specific pictures 
5. Skill in applying standards to motion 
pictures 
6. The habit of using appropriate stand- 
ards in the evaluation of motion pic- 
tures 
7. Cultivation of a preference for pic- 
tures which meet appropriate stand- 
ards 
8. Immunity to extreme emotional re- 
actions and undesirable attitudes 
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commonly produced by motion pic- 
tures 
9. The ability to suggest methods for 
improving specific pictures 
10. The ability to discuss motion pictures 
intelligently 
11. A realization of the influence of mo- 
tion pictures 
12. Development of leadership among 
high-school students in the solution 
of motion-picture problems. 
How to set up "appropriate standards" 
so as to judge a moving picture's settings, 
plot, characterization, and interpretation of 
life, and how to evaluate its social signifi- 
cance are indicated. And there are all sorts 
of thought questions which fairly cry out 
for discussion, such as "Do the news reels 
present the news truthfully? If a picture 
shows that war is glamorous, does it mislead 
young people and so help to remove oppo- 
sition to war? Do moving pictures help us 
to understand people living in other coun- 
tries or the people from other countries who 
live in the United States? How does the 
proportion of rich men and poor men shown 
in the moving pictures correspond to the 
proportion existing in real life?" 
Do moving pictures encourage reading? 
It would seem so from a record given of 
twenty members of one high school class. 
For the most part, those who read the 
greatest number of books in a semester also 
saw the greatest number of pictures. The 
pupil who saw no movies during that time 
read only ten books as opposed to 32 read 
by a student who saw 55 pictures. The one 
who led in the number of books read, 40, 
saw 25 movies. 
It will not be surprising if pupils like 
best in this text the division giving inside 
information about the making of moving 
pictures. This includes forty pages of pho- 
tographs showing the various steps in pro- 
duction, and even one of Deanna Durbin 
receiving a batch of fan mail. But teachers 
will probably be most appreciative of the 
rating scales, the application-of-standards 
form, and the suggestions for class and 
panel discussion, reports, experiments, and 
other activities. Valuable for all are advice 
about moving picture clubs and a bibli- 
ography of source materials. 
Geady Gareett 
A NEW LIBRARY MANUAL 
Library Manual for Virginia Public Schools. 
Bulletin of the State Board of Education, vol. 
xx, No. 2.) Richmond, Virginia; State Board 
of Education. August, 1937. 179 pp. 
This library manual provides the school 
librarians of Virginia with an indispensable 
aid in the organization and administration 
of school libraries. Fortunately, it includes 
statements of library standards for the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools as well as for Virginia 
schools. But no specific requirements are 
set up for the elementary schools. 
This comprehensive manual brings to- 
gether the basic details of library organiza- 
tion, including mechanical preparation of 
books; care of ephemeral material such as 
pictures, pamphlets, clippings, etc.; sug- 
gested lists of magazines for the elementary 
and high school library; care of magazines; 
simple library records with examples of 
forms for these; outlines of lessons for in- 
struction in the use of books and libraries; 
and many well selected bibliographies for 
additional information. 
The most glaring weakness appears in the 
failure to alphabetize the seventy-five pages 
of book lists. Since there is no index to 
these lists the librarian will waste much 
time using them. Librarians should object 
to this poor arrangement so strenuously 
that the next edition of this manual will 
have the book lists arranged alphabetically 
as they are in standard lists and in the 
Tentative Course of Study for Virginia Ele- 
mentary schools. This arrangement by pub- 
lishers rather than by titles cannot be jus- 
tified as an aid to ordering; order slips can 
easily be sorted under publishers' names. 
In the list of periodicals for high schools 
the Golden Book is suggested. This maga- 
zine ceased publication August, 1935. 
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As a whole this manual compares very 
favorably with the best state manuals that 
have been published in recent years. As a 
library manual it should receive much praise 
from librarians. The index at the end in- 
creases its value for quick reference. 
Ferne R. Hoover 
Everyday Economics. By Cornelius C. Janzen 
and Orlando W. Stephenson. New York: Sil- 
ver, Burdett and Company. 1938. 544 pp. $1.68. 
This revised and improved edition of an 
excellent textbook is well planned to help 
the student acquire an understanding of his 
economic environment. The subject matter 
is up-to-date and is effectively related to the 
great business problems of today. 
Careful organization, accuracy of ma- 
terial and soundness of theory combined 
with the employment of interesting and 
easily understood language and a wealth of 
well-selected illustrative matter are features 
that commend this book. Approximately 
two-fifths of the entire volume is given over 
to illustrations, cartoons, charts, diagrams, 
questions and problems for discussion, and 
references for further study. 
Everyday Economics is an exceptionally 
fine tool for use in teaching high school 
economics and is adaptable to both one and 
two semester courses. General readers will 
find this book a dependable and easy means 
for quickly acquiring a good understanding 
of the economic world and its problems. 
Otto F. Frederikson 
Both Sides of the Microphone. By John S. 
Hayes and Horace J. Gardner. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott Company. 1938. 180 pp. $1.25. 
The authors declare that this book is in- 
tended both to "enlighten those who are in- 
terested in various phases of broadcasting 
from a vocational angle," and also to "detail 
the fundamentals of radio for that vast, un- 
seen audience, young and old alike, who are 
on the other side of the microphone." 
For the one side they describe the sta- 
tion, the program, sales, publicity, and en- 
gineering departments, and the office. For 
the other side they publish a series of short 
articles by well-known broadcasters like 
Guy Lombardo, who talks about dance or- 
chestras, Gabriel Heatter, who talks about 
news commentaries, Orson Wells, who dis- 
cusses radio drama, and Kate Smith, who 
discusses variety shows. They devote a few 
pages to comment by authorities on religious 
broadcast. Finally they list all North Amer- 
ican broadcasting stations. 
The trouble with this book is not that it 
doesn't have a good deal to say on the sub- 
ject of radio broadcasting, but that it doesn't 
say nearly enough. The articles are far too 
sketchy to be of much value except to the 
most superficial student of the radio. Most 
of the articles by "radio notables" are 
frothy and worthless. In the section de- 
voted to the organization of the work, only 
the briefest mention is made of sound ef- 
fects, for instance, and not nearly enough is 
said about the building of programs. There 
is almost nothing that would help the 
teacher. The authors present a complete 
picture of modern broadcasting, but the 
picture is much too simplified. 
Argus Tresidder 
High School Students Talk It Over. By I. 
Keith Tyler. Bureau of Educational Research, 
Ohio State University. 55 pp. 25 cents. 
This little booklet is a series of steno- 
graphic reports of programs given on the 
Ohio School of the Air. It embraces dis- 
cussions between Mr. Tyler and various 
high-school students about War, Motion 
Pictures, the High School, Radio, and 
Parents. 
The students themselves chose the topics 
for the broadcasts, thoroughly discussed 
them in the classroom, and went into the 
studio without any prepared scripts. There 
is about the talks an element of spontaneity 
usually lacking when young people formal- 
ly discuss big questions in public. What 
they have to say about war and their par- 
ents is particularly interesting. Such pro- 
grams as these are significant in the devel- 
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opment of the radio in the field of educa- 
tion. 
Argus Tresidder 
The Unit-Activity Reading Series, by Nila B. 
Smith. Illustrated. New York: Silver Burdett 
Company. 1938. Fourteen pamphlets, each 12 
cents. 
The authors of the Unit-Activity Reading 
Series, realizing that a love for reading can 
be built up in children only by giving them 
much interesting material, using a vocabu- 
lary that is already familiar to them, have 
added to their readers a series of supple- 
mentary pamphlets. 
Each pamphlet deals with a particular 
activity (such as bird study, animals, foods, 
cars, and the like), is a complete story in 
itself, and is attractively illustrated. 
M. L. S. 
Plutarch's Lives. Edited by Grace Voris Curl. 
Boston; D. C. Heath & Co. 1937. 376 pages. 
96 cents. 
This enticing little volume brings twenty- 
nine of the fifty extant Lives of the old 
Plutarch down to the level of young people. 
To accomplish this the author has skillfully 
shortened and simplified the longer and 
more difficult passages. She has, however, 
preserved the flavor of the original to a 
marked degree. 
The book furnishes excellent supplemen- 
tary material for classes in English and in 
history. Those characters used by Shakes- 
peare in his plays and those that are better 
known to history—Alexander the Great, 
Anthony, Brutus, Ciesar, Coriolanus, and 
Romulus—are included. 
To simplify and vitalize the subject's life 
for her young readers, the author carefully 
provides key-sentences that cleverly suggest 
the motivating forces of character. "Plu- 
tarch," she points out, "makes Coriolanus 
live for us, a man well-born and noble, but 
cruelly proud." She pauses with her pupils 
before the portrait of another Roman to 
say: "Because Fabius's plan was to wait 
and wear out Hannibal's forces, the Ro- 
mans called him Cunctator or the Delayer." 
The tendency to moralize is perhaps ex- 
cusable, although this practice is at times 
much too obvious even for the very young. 
Albeit Caius Marcius was but a small boy 
when he lost his father, he achieved success 
and fame later in life. Concerning him the 
author moralizes thus: "His uprightness, 
courage, and fine manliness are proof that 
loss of a father is no excuse for poor char- 
acter and bad habits. But his unbending 
pride and stubbornness are also proof that a 
noble and free nature needs a check and 
guidance in childhood." Small children will 
easily catch the point of the comment about 
little Fabius: "He was so slow of speech 
and so slow to learn that many people 
thought he was stupid. But they soon 
found that he was only waiting to be sure 
he was right before he spoke." What an 
object lesson for precocious little boys and 
girls who speak out of turn in school. 
In addition to the fifty-five portraits pre- 
sented here in somewhat modern attire, the 
book contains a pronouncing vocabulary of 
500 or more words, a map of Athens and 
Rome, and other helps for the pupil. Teach- 
ers of English and history will find the ma- 
terial of the simplified Lives useful in their 
class activities. C. H. Huffman 
Safe Living. By C. W. Hippler and Helen Burr 
Durfee. New York: Benj. H. Sanborn & Co. 
188 pp. 80c. 
This is a book designed for a textbook in 
safety education for the middle grades of 
the elementary school. 
It is a story of a group of boys and girls 
at school. Becoming interested in safety, 
they decide to study it. An account of their 
experiences, as they follow the study 
through, is given: the safety rules they 
made; their many and varied activities; the 
way these were carried out; and their joy 
in so doing. Chapters on safety in the 
school, on the way to school, in the home, on 
the highway, in the neighborhood, on the 
farm, during vacation, and on the road to 
health make up the book. 
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It is written in conversational form. 
Rules are accentuated by being printed in 
black type. The activities are listed at the 
end of the chapters under Things to Do. 
Throughout the book there is emphasis 
on the necessity for being careful and 
thinking how to make living safe for your- 
self and others. L. R. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Harrisonburg was selected by the Ameri- 
can Association of Teachers Colleges as one 
of four in the United States to be investi- 
gated by the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, with a view to making its 
graduates eligible to membership in the 
A.A.U.W. 
The graduates of approximately 300 col- 
leges are now eligible to membership in the 
organization, and among these only twelve 
are teachers colleges. Each year four addi- 
tional teachers colleges are recommended, 
their curricula are investigated, and ap- 
proved or rejected. The three other teach- 
ers colleges under consideration this year 
are those at Towson, Maryland, Montclair, 
New Jersey, and Macomb, Illinois. 
Approximately 400 of the 4,000 gradu- 
ates and former students who have been 
invited, are expected to attend the annual 
Homecoming March 18 and 19. 
The first entertainment for the week-end 
will be a play, "The Torchbearers" by 
George Kelly, presented by the Stratford 
Dramatic Club. Included in the cast are 
Mildred Garnett, of Harrisonburg; Agnes 
Bargh, Cape Charles; Ruth Peterson, Char- 
lottesville; Mary Clark, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Patricia Minar, Arlington; Virginia Gordon 
Hall, Ashland, and George Aldhizer, Larrie 
McNeil, John R. Switzer, Overton Lee, and 
Richard Lineweaver, all of Harrisonburg. 
Saturday morning open house will be 
held in the reception rooms of Alumnae 
Hall; a luncheon will follow in Bluestone 
Dining Hall, the principal speaker being 
President Samuel P. Duke. During the 
business meeting immediately following, the 
Association will elect a new president and 
secretary. The celebration will close Sat- 
urday night with a dance in Reed Gym for 
which Ray Frye and the Virginians will 
play. A movie, "Captains Courageous," will 
be shown in Wilson Hall for those who do 
not attend the dance. 
Examinations closing the winter quarter 
were held March 14 to 17 and the spring 
quarter's work got under way on March 
18th. The spring quarter will be interrupted 
for an Easter vacation beginning April IS 
and extending through April 20. The quar- 
ter's work will officially close with com- 
mencement on the morning of June 6. 
With a total enrolment of 22, Saturday 
classes for teachers in the field got under 
way February 5. The courses and instruct- 
ors are English Literature, Miss Elizabeth 
Cleveland; History, Prof. Raymond C. Din- 
gledine; Biology, Prof. G. W. Chappelear; 
Library Science, Miss Feme Hoover; and 
Home Economics, Mrs. Adele Blackwell. 
As a loan from the National Youth Ad- 
ministration the Music Department of the 
college received approximately 20 band in- 
struments to be used in the class of instru- 
mentation conducted by Prof. C. T. Mar- 
shall. 
The instruments have been distributed 
among the students of the class, and each 
girl will learn to play one during a quarter. 
The following quarter she will learn to play 
a different type of instrument. 
Included in the lot were snare drums, 
trombone, French horn, alto horn, B-Flat 
clarinet, A-clarinet, tuba, baritone horn, 
euphonium, trumpet, tenor saxaphone, and 
flute. 
"Because it attempts to impress and mis- 
lead the unscientific public by taking liber- 
